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* UL U
SUBJECT: Communist Advances in ltaly -- __EORMATION MEMORANDUM LR

(U) Al thoughconsultations on the formation of a new Italian
government are only beginning, the Communists have already

registered a major political victory as a result of their increased
legislative strength,

(U) Over the weekend they participated for the first time since 1945

T & rormatorganizational meeting—with the center parties. Among the ~ }’

results ot the meeting was an agreed allocation of parliamentamw offices: «\E%
The Christian Democrats get the Presidency of the Senate (Fanfani); the

Communists get the Presidency of the Chamber of Deputies (Ingrao); and
the Socialists get the number two positions in both houses. The left
Is exploiting this agreement as the beginning of the end to “a priori
prejudices” against the Communists.

—~AT] The Presidency of the Chamber is the highest public office that the
Communists have held in thirty years. This will enhance the ''legitimacy"
of the Communists as part of the Italian domestic pol itical system, and
help their prospects in the next election. We do not expect these arrange-

ments by themselves will lead to any direct change in Italy’s basic forergn
~gnd defense policles.

(U) In forthcoming weeks, the Christian Democrats will pursue the thankless

and possibly fruitless effort to form a majority coalition government.

The Socialists are still insisting on some sort of Communist role, and

the Christian Democrats cannot make up a viable non-Communist majority

without the Socialists. The Communists are reportedly flexible on their =

demand for a grand coalition government (all but the fascist right). _The. =

most likely short-term outcome is a Christian Democrat minority government. \\f’g
N
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Whether the Communists’ role in developing new Government Programs A
is tacit or explicit, it is clear that the qovernment (even with Socialist ’
participation) can only function effectively with their support. |Indeed,
no major legislative programs are likely to succeed in the country without
this support.
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