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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Communist Advances in Italy --

(U) Al thou hg consultat ions on the formation of  a  new I ta l ian
government are only beginning, the Communists have already

a  major  po l i t ica l  v ic tory  as  a  resul t  o f  the i r  increased
l e g i s l a t i v e  strength..

(U)  Over the weekend they part ic ipated for  the f i rst  t ime since 1945
ln d ‘~3toQani~ationat~~h t h e  c e n t e r  p a r t i e s .  Amon~f;~~es:
results ot the meeting was an agreed allocation ot parliamentary
The Christian Democrats get the Presidency of the Senate (Fanfani);  the

-l$f

et the Presidency of the Chamber of Deputies (Ingrao); and -_
the Socialists get the number two positions in both houses. The lef t  __
is exploiting this agreement as the beginning of the end to “a priori
prejudices” against the Communists.

‘(C) The Presidency of  the Chamber is  the highest  publ ic  of f ice that  the
Communists have held in thirty years. This wil l  enhance the “legi timacy’~’
n Communists as part of the Italian domestic pol itical system, and
help their prospects in the next election._ We do not expect these arrange-
ments by themselves will  lead to any direct change in Italy’s basic forergn

*and defense policies.4

(U) In forthcoming weeks, the Christian Democrats wil l  pursue the thankless
and possibly frui t less ef fort  to form a major i ty  coal i t ion qovernment.
The Socialists are sti l l  insisting on some sort of Communist role, and
the Christian Democrats cannot make up a viable non-Communist majority
without  the Social ists. The Communists are reportedly flexible on their T
demand for a grand coalition government ( a l l b u t  t h e  f a s c i s t  r i g h t ) . The

(C) Whether the Communists’ role in developing new Government Programs -12J
i s  t a c i t  o r  e x p l i c i t , i t  is  c lear  that  the qovernment (even with Socialist-

I ndeed ,
t ry  wi thout

this support.
I
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